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Rep. Henry A. Wa~an (D-Los Angeles) today attac~ed as anti-

consumer, the Federal Trade Commission's dec~sion to close four of i ts 

regional offic~s, in~luding one in Los Angeles. ;This decision', 

~harged Waxman :·will deny millions of Californians protection from 

fraudulent ~ractices and invite the unscrupulous to make their daily 

l>read i.)y swindling millj.ons of Clollars from Californians . The Los 

Ang~l~s office o£ the FTC has succeeded in obtaining $30 million dol-. . 

lqrs redress for cons\.lffiers ov7:r the past- ten years. It is the most 

active reg~on~~ office invest+gating mail o~der com~laints 

wqicl·1 m.li11:'?er qver 15 •. OOQ i~ ¢e last six months. The rate of receipt 

of these com]?laints is now more than double that of last Octoi>er. ·· 

i!axman charged ··the decision to close t~ese four FTC offices is 

noth ing less than ' 1.m attack on consumer prot~ct~on and the free 
'. 

market. ·- In a statem~nt to a House subconun;i.~tee investigating t!'le 

closings, ~·Jaxinan assert~d that the ~s ;..ngeles r-egional Office has 

ah ly ~lrotected conaume~s a~d hpnest business~s. He noted, "over t!1e 

l as t ten years, tpe LO$ Angeles office has obtained more t han $3 0 

mi~lion redress, far in exce~s of its total budget for that ?eriod ..• 
. 

For man¥ b~sinesses, the ;FTC's antitrust act~vit+es are a matter of 

life and C:.eath. I . 

\!a).atlan attrilJuted the FTC's success as a watchdog to the prox·· 

imity of the r egi onal offices to the nation's ~rketplaces. The 
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Ael.-ninistration voices strident cynicism over the ability of •·r,·JashinqtQn 

bureaucrats '' to solve regiona.l AQ4.j,4cAJ, p;ob~. W8.xPlCUl desc ribes. 

this cynicism as "pure hyproc:cisy. •; As a result bf the closings7 the 

en~t. .at ~!ill laws governing the nation's second 1~ mar

ketplace will be ~..t.rom i~nter, to WaMin.g~(»l. .aDd Ctlft' 

~isco. 

"'Pbe- .W..ym,a~ ~eznent CQACluded, e: ~he LOs Ang~les office. .Wa~ 

ptJnin ~And fully staffed." 


